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 Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°
Fall Special Rendezvous, Friday, November 4, 2011

The Commander-in-Chief, Officers and Members of the Valley of Philadelphia extend
their warmest welcome to,

Ill¨ Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, Right Worshipful Grand Master of the Right Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and Active Member of the Supreme Council, 33°, N.M.J.

and

Ill¨ Russell W. Baker, 33°, Deputy for Pennsylvania 
and Active Member of the Supreme Council, 33° , N.M.J.



Across My Desk

Ill¨
Steven A. Morrison, 33°
Valley Secretary

Brethren:

The Officers of Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32° are proud to be a
part of the beautiful lessons taught in the Scottish Rite. The moral
lessons of the Craft; Brotherhood, Compassion, Duty, Faith, Good
Will, Mercy, Service and Toleration are taught as well as the Law of
Love for our fellow man.

Our Children’s Dyslexia Center is but one example of the Valley
member’s commitment to the youth of our community.

Please bring your ladies to the Valley’s Reunions to participate and
share in the Scottish Rite experience.

We wish to remind all members to tell your Lodge Brethren about our
Valley. You are an ambassador of our Valley and important part of our
membership program.  We ask and remind all members that it is
everyone’s responsibility to help the Valley grow.

I look forward to meeting and greeting all of you in November.

Fraternally,

Raymond G. Brown, 33°
Commander-in-Chief

My Dear Brethren:

Recently I had the pleasure of attending the very first crew’s reunion
for the ship I served on while in the Navy. It was wonderful to see
some of my shipmates again after nearly 30 years.  We spent the
weekend reunion catching up, renewing friendships and of course,
retelling sea stories.

I remember thinking to myself how thankful I was for this opportunity
to meet again with some of the fellows who shared a very significant
chapter of my life. We were then, young men who came from all over
our country and were cut from the various fabrics that make up that
beautiful tapestry we call America. Each of us had a common goal to
serve. Our nation’s history is made up of many such men and women.
We have grown into a land filled with exciting history and rich
heritage. We have explored deserts, forests, mountains, the North and
South Poles, the world’s oceans and of course the Moon! 

The same can be said of Freemasonry in general and in particular the
Valley of Philadelphia. The everyday experiences and lifetime
achievements of our members could very well parallel almost any
history volume. Masons from all walks of life have been involved in
developments in the arts, commerce, education, government, medicine
and science. We too have a proud heritage to be thankful for. We have
young men that are coming into the Masonic family now that will
shape the future. For them as well we should be thankful. For as we
say in a particular Degree they, “bring us the rich gift of
opportunity.”

As we pause this time of year to recognize our Veterans, I want to take
a moment to thank every member of the Valley of Philadelphia that
has ever worn our nation’s uniform. Maybe you were drafted, maybe
you volunteered, but you served. We are free today and have much
history to learn from and be proud of because of your sacrifices.
Whether you served 4 or 24 years, your service not only provided
freedom, but protected it. Freedom can breed so much by way of
achievement, expression and invention, so yes, you are a part of what
we all have to be thankful for. 

As we approach the Holiday Season and Thanksgiving in particular,
take a moment and think back about a significant experience in your
life that you’re thankful for. It’s easy to say, “I’m thankful for my
family, my home, my job, etc.” but, what about that Scout Leader,
Pastor/Rabbi, Sports Coach, a Senior Noncom, or the Teacher who
first taught you how to read? 

They each gave you a lesson to build something meaningful in your
life. They were the layers of the foundation of the man you grew into.
Would you be who you are today without them? I doubt it. While
remembering to be thankful for what we have is important, and so are
remembering to be thankful for what we received in the past that has
gotten us thus far today.

Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°

Ill¨
Raymond G. Brown, 33°
Commander-in-Chief



Meeting Notice
Special Rendezvous

Friday, November 4, 2011

Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°

Ill¨ Raymond G. Brown, 33°
Commander-in Chief

Welcoming the Right Worshipful Grand Master, 
Ill¨ Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°

Fall Class Honoree

and

the Deputy for Pennsylvania,
Ill¨ Russell W. Baker, 33°

The Evening’s Agenda

6:00 P.M. - Dinner in the Grand Banquet Room
7:00 P.M. - Candidate Orientation in the Benjamin Franklin Room

Special Rendezvous

7:30 P.M. - Open Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°
7:35 P.M. -  Reception of the Illustrious Deputy and the Right     
                      Worshipful Grand Master
7:45 P.M. - Presentation of the 27° Knights of Jerusalem

10 Minute Intermission

8:45 P.M. - Presentation of the 31° Knight Aspirants
9:30 P.M. - Presentation of the 32° Sublime Princes of the Royal  

    Secret
10:15 P.M. Close Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°

Refreshments with the Ladies to follow in the Grand Banquet Hall.

Dues Cards

To enter our Valley Reunions you must show your current A.A.S.R.
Dues Card to our Tyler. Please be sure to bring yours with you.
Recommenders are reminded to be sure that your Candidate has his
Symbolic Lodge Dues Card with him.

Check your wallet. Does your Dues Card say that you’re a Member in
good standing for 2012? If not, pay your dues now!

Ladies of the Valley

Ladies:

Come meet “Eleanor Roosevelt”
depicted by actress Linda Kenyon. Linda is a
member of Senior’s Theater and has appeared in various
productions with the Venus Theater, Virginia Shakespeare
Company, the Washington Stage Guild, and the Maryland
Renaissance Festival. 

It should be a very interesting and informative program.

Hope to see all of you there.

Carol Butterwick

Parking

Remember Brethren: Chaser tickets will be honored by the pay station
machines and exit gates at the Parkway garage at 13th and Filbert
Streets, provided you do not enter the garage prior to 5:00 P.M.

Bring a Friend

Share the enjoyment of attending a Scottish Rite Reunion with another.
Why not call a Brother (or two) who hasn’t been out in awhile and
invite him to come along with you?

If you were a Recommender of a Candidate to the Spring 2011 Class,
give him a call and ask him to come along with you to the Reunion.
Regular attendance by new or “seasoned” members is an excellent
habit!

It would be great to have a large crowd of Brethren on hand to
welcome our Right Worshipful Grand Master on one his last official
visits. Also our Illustrious Brother, Russell W. Baker, 33°, will be
making his first official visit to our Valley as Deputy for Pennsylvania.
Bro. Russ has been our Active for a number of years now. Come on
out and congratulate him on his new office.

Dinner
Friday, November 4, 2011

Tossed Garden Salad
Beef Vegetable Soup

Buffet Dinner Selections
(including fish entree)

Roast Turkey Carving Station

$15 per person before the deadline
$25 per person after the deadline

Thank you for making your reservations by mail. If you have not
made your reservation, you may do so by calling 215-563-1814, or by
email to phila.aasr@juno.com. RSVP’s can also be left on the
Valley’s Facebook group page, by clicking the “I’m Attending”
button. The deadline for reservations is Wednesday, November 2,
2011. Reservations made past that date and walk up dinners will cost
$25 per person. Govern Yourself Accordingly.



Calendar of Events
November 2011

Dinner Reservation Deadline November 2
“Did you remember to call in?”

27°, 31° & 32° Cast Rehearsals November 2
Gothic Hall

Special Rendezvous November 4
Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°
Masonic Temple

Blood Drive to benefit the
Philadelphia Children’s Dyslexia Center November 5
10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Tacony Masonic Temple

“A Toast to Reading” Book Sale November 5-10
Barnes & Noble Booksellers or at
www.barnesandnoble.com

Daylight-saving time ends November 6
Don’t forget to “Fall” back!

Election Day November 8
Don’t forget to vote!

Veterans Day November 11
Thank you for your Service!

Valley Family Life Event November 18
“Christmas in Hershey” begins
Hershey Park

Happy Thanksgiving November 24

Masonic Temple Holiday November 25
Scottish Rite Office Closed

Honoring One of Our Finest

At the Fall Special Rendezvous of Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°,
our Commander-in-Chief, Ill¨ Raymond G. Brown, 33° will pause to
honor a member of the Valley of Philadelphia who has exemplified
outstanding service not only to the Scottish Rite, but also throughout
Freemasonry.

Ill¨ Carl D. Homan, 33°, has served the
Valley of Philadelphia as Thrice Potent
Master of Philadelphia Lodge of
Perfection, 14° (1979-80) and Benjamin
Franklin Consistory, 32°, as Commander-
in-Chief (1985-87). He has been
Chairman or a Member of several Valley
Committees including the, Advisory,
Degree Masters, Executive, Officer
Education, Officer Selection and Valley
Representative’s Committees. 

He still works on the floor serving as a
Degree Master and as a Cast Member in
a number of the Scottish Rite Degrees.

A Past District Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, our
Illustrious Brother served as Chairman of the Committee on Temple
and as Superintendent of our beautiful Masonic Temple.

Carl was coroneted a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33°,
Honorary Member of the Supreme Council, in 1981. He was
recognized in 2000 by then Commander-in-Chief, Ill¨ Anthony J.
Garvey, 33° as one of three Valley members to receive the inaugural
“Scottish Rite Lifetime Achievement Award.” Our Illustrious Brother
has continued on with his excellent and exemplary service and now the
time has come to honor him yet again. 

Please plan to be present on Friday, November 4, 2011, to not only
welcome our Right Worshipful Grand Master and Illustrious Deputy,
but also to pay homage to our Valley’s “Patriarch,” Ill¨ Carl D.
Homan, 33°. Congratulations Illustrious Bro. Carl and Thank You!

Recipients of the Valley of Philadelphia’s 
Scottish Rite Lifetime Achievement Award

2000
Ill¨ Carl D. Homan, 33° Ill¨ G. Frederick Schlegel, 33°*
Ill¨ John F. Kull, 33°*

2009
Bro. Heinz C. Wendt, 32°, MSA*

* Deceased



New Degree Master Appointed

Our Commander-in-Chief, Ill¨ Raymond G. Brown, 33°, has
appointed Bro. Philip J. Janusz, 32°, MSA as the Degree Master for the

15° and 16°. Bro. Janusz was recommended for
this appointment by the Officer Selection
Committee following an interview.

Bro. Phil has the credentials for this
appointment. He serves the Grand Lodge as a
Principal and Instructor at the Jenkintown
School of Instruction. 

He is a Past Most Wise Master of Kilwinning
Chapter of Rose Croix, 18° (2007-08) and
currently serves as Master of Ceremonies in the

appointed line of Benjamin Franklin Consistory. He is still active not
only with the 18° Cast, but also with other Casts in the Valley.
We congratulate our Brother on this appointment and wish him success
going forward.

Congratulations and Thank You!

In the October issue of The Double Eagle, we reported that Ill¨
George W. Metz, 33° has announced his desire to step down as
Wardrobe Director.

Bro. Roberto Durante, 32° heard our call for
assistance and has risen to the challenge. Bro.
Bob will assume the duties of Wardrobe
Director beginning with the Fall Special
Rendezvous of Benjamin Franklin Consistory.

With both the 27° and 31° having rather large
Casts, Bob will hit the ground running right
out of the blocks. Our Brother was one of the
Brethren involved with our volunteer force
during our hosting the 2010 Annual Meeting
of the Supreme Council. 

We thank our Brother for stepping forward to fill a critical and
immediate need in our Valley, and congratulate him on his new role.

The duties of Wardrobe Director are active and busy and an extra hand
would be a help, if anyone is interested in assisting, please call the
Scottish Rite Office for more information on how to volunteer.

Abbott Scottish Rite Scholarships

Now is the time to apply for the Abbott Scottish Rite Scholarship. This
general scholarship is available to the children and grandchildren of
Scottish Rite Masons of the Valleys of the
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction and to the
young men and women of our Masonic
youth groups, DeMolay, Job’s
Daughters and Rainbow. Graduates of the 32°
Masonic Learning Centers for Children, are
also eligible.

Individual scholarships are limited to funds
available from donations to the annual Blue
Envelope Appeal.

Applications must be obtained by writing to the Scottish Rite Office,
Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107-
2520, and returned on or before Friday, March 16, 2012 in order to
be eligible for the 2011-12 academic year.

Ill¨ John K. Young, 33° Fund

Named for the Right Worshipful Past Grand
Master, Active Emeritus and Member of the
Valley of Philadelphia, this educational grant
is available to the financially deserving
children and grandchildren of members of the
Valley of Philadelphia, who are entered into
an acceptable law school of a college or
university in the United States.  Students may
apply for this grant each year.

Applications for the grant may be obtained
by writing to the Scottish Rite Office. There is no deadline to apply.

Thank You So Very Much!

The order has been sent into the manufacturer for the much needed
new 14° and 32° collars and aprons. We hope to have them all in use
in time for the start of the 2012 Spring Reunion which will begin on
Friday, March 16, 2012.

The following Valley Members and Friends are thanked for their
thoughtfulness and support of our Valley:

Bro. Donald L. Baker, 32°, MSA  Bro. John J. Lawler, 32°, MSA
Bro. John H. Benner, III, 32°  Bro. Jeffrey P. Lees, 32°
Bro. Ronald J. Boice, 32° Ill¨ George W. Metz, 33°
Ill¨ Robert J. Burns, 33° Bro. & Mrs. James C. Rae, 32°, MSA
Mrs. Stacy Duran Bro. Daniel R. Scheetz, 32°
Bro. Scott R. Hilsee, 32° Bro. John L. Wagner, 32°
A Friend (a Valley Brother) Bro. Raymond Wasko, 32°, MSA
Ill¨ Winton E. Hewitt, 33° Bro. Terence P. Williams, 32° *

Each of these aprons and collars will be embroidered with a special
dedication selected by their Sponsor. Thank you all again!

*Deceased following Sponsorship
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