








, . Across My Desk

1.
Steven A. Morrison, 33°
Valley Secretary

My Dear Brethren:

As we stand upon the threshold of this most joyous time of year, I am
reminded of one of my favorite holiday songs, “Let It Be Christmas.”

Whether you celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah, the message of this
song can be embraced by everyone. “And let it be Christmas
everywhere. Let heavenly music fill the air. Let anger and fear and
hate disappear. Let there be love that lasts through the year. And let
it be Christmas, Christmas everywhere.” 1f those words don’t put you
in mind of the spirit of the season; peace on earth and goodwill toward
men, well, then I have no idea what does.

The Masonic virtues of brotherhood, charity and truth are evident at
this time of year and not just by those who’ve knelt at the Lodge’s
altar. As we go about our holiday shopping and visiting with family
and friends, we all seem to have our happy “holidaze” on. Just look
into the eyes of an excited child and you will see the joy and happiness
that should surround us all everyday.

I like to think that God is closer to us during this season. His message
of brotherly love is there for all of us to grasp and apply to our
everyday lives, not just during a 25-day period once a year. [ know this
to be true, because I say it every year, “It’s just not Christmas until 1
drop something into the bell ringer’s kettle.” No matter the amount
I always feel the warmth that comes from doing the right thing for
someone who needs it.

While our world goes forward with economic troubles, terrorism,
protests, dictators overthrown and replaced by the unknown, and war,
peace and goodwill sit patiently waiting for us to finally wake up. 1
remember last year when a troubled young man attempted to blow up
a jet airliner on Christmas day. Surely he was surrounded by fellow
passengers who were happy and joyous in the spirit of the season, how
could he be so diabolical? Perhaps it was that joyous spirit that spared
his life as well?

The spirit of the season is a blessing to us all, no matter what our faith,
dogma or doxology. Our Father in Heaven has given all of us this
world and everything in it, so that we might create and share that
which will enrich the lives of many.

Regardless of border or flag, we all want our children and
grandchildren to grow up and experience all the goodness life has to
offer. We too, wish to grow old safe and secure in a climate of peace.

Let our eyes be open to the messages of this season. Peace. Goodwill.
Brotherhood. Love. “And let it be Christmas everywhere. Let
heavenly music fill the air. Let anger and fear and hate disappear.
Let there be love that lasts through the year. And let it be Christmas.
Christmas everywhere.”

1il..
John H. Platt, Jr., 33°
Valley Treasurer

Season’s Greetings to All of Our Scottish Rite Family.

It is hard to believe that in a very short time we will be celebrating one
of the most glorious seasons of year.

While not all of us celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah, this season of
light and hope does affect all people.

Whether we light the Christmas Tree and place gifts under it, sing the
many Carols, or light the Menorah Candles of Hanukkah, sing
Hanukkah songs and play spin the dreidel, the emphasis is on LIGHT.

All of our Masonic Brothers have had the concept of “The Journey to
Light,” instilled in us from the very beginning of our Masonic journey.

Whether we are Scottish Rite or York Rite, this concept has been an
important part of our Masonic journey. Just as the Magi continued on
their journey to find the Light of the Star and as the Hebrews prayed
that the oil in their lamps would not run out, so we too must continue
in our journey to Light.

I wish each and everyone of our families in the Valley of Philadelphia
a joyous and Happy Holiday.

Our Spring 2012 Class

Now is the time to begin preparing for our Spring Reunion. Tell your
Lodge Brethren about our Valley and how much you enjoy it. Invite
them to join you in Scottish Rite by being a Candidate this Spring.

This Spring opportunity will be there for any Brother who wishes to
become an active participant in our Valley. We will again present
Degrees to Master Masons. Perhaps you’ve been thinking about
getting involved in the floor work. Now is the time to come forward to
volunteer.

The Reunion will begin with the Special Communication of
Philadelphia Lodge of Perfection, 14° on Friday, March 16,2012. The
4°, 14° and one other Lodge of Perfection Degree will be presented.

The Reunion will continue on Friday, April 20, 2012 with the Special
Convocation of DeJoinville Council, Princes of Jerusalem, 16° and the
Special Assembly of Kilwinning Chapter of Rose Croix, 18°. The 16°
and 18° will be conferred.

Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32° will close the Spring Reunion with
the Special Rendezvous on Friday, May 11, 2012 with the presentation
of the 30°, 31° and 32°.




Gathering in Celebration of the Season
Friday, December 16, 2011
Radisson Hotel Philadelphia Northeast
2400 0Old Lincoln Highway at US Route 1
Trevose, PA

s

The Evening’s Agenda
6:00 P.M. - Social Hour with Cash Bar, “Chinese” & Silent
Auctions to benefit the Children’s Dyslexia Center

7:00 P.M. - Continental Buffet Dinner served

Entertainment Program of Holiday and Standard
Favorites by Keyboardist Craig Satchell follows Dinner

Brethren Take Notice and
Govern Yourself Accordingly

The cost per person for the Holiday Celebration Dinner is $20.
Make your check payable to “Scottish Rite Bodies” and send it to
the “Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple, One North Broad
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520. The deadline for ticket
purchases is Wednesday, December 14, 2011.

We want all Valley members and their ladies to enjoy the evening.
The Holiday Celebration is a pre-pay event. There will be no
tickets sold at the door. If you do not have a pre-paid ticket, don’t
just show up at the Radisson Hotel. You will not be admitted. No
exceptions!

Ill. Bro. Morrison: Please find enclosed my check, made
payable to “Scottish Rite Bodies in the amount of $ for
Dinners for the Valley’s Holiday Celebration Dinner.

NAME

TELEPHONE EMAIL

Complete and mail promptly to:
Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520

) b Calendar of Events
B December 2011

Valley Family Life Event
“Christmas in Hershey”
Hershey Park, Hershey

Through December 31

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania
Quarterly Communication
Masonic Temple, Philadelphia

December 7

Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania
Annual Communication December 8
Masonic Temple, Philadelphia

Ticket Purchase Deadline
for the Holiday Celebration Dinner
Did you send your check in?

December 14

Holiday Celebration Dinner December 16

Radisson Hotel, Trevose

Hanukkah Begins
Happy Holiday!

December 21

First Day of Winter December 22

Merry Christmas! December 25
St. John the Evangelist’s Day December 27
Congratulations to all Valley Members taking Masonic Office
this day!

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

Annual Grand Communication

Open Installation of the Grand Master
and Grand Lodge Officers

Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, Hershey

December 27

New Year’s Eve December 31

Happy New Year! Be safe in 2012




Support the Family of Freemasonry Welcome Our New Brethren

The Brethren listed below are the members of the “Ill.. Thomas K.
Sturgeon, 33°, Right Worshipful Grand Master Class.” We welcome
them into membership in the Valley of Philadelphia and encourage
them to join with us in the activities of the Valley and hope that they
will become active members among us. Your personal greeting when
you meet them, will only compliment their Scottish Rite experience.

NAME LODGE

Thomas M. Boaz Thomson No. 340

Mark W. Brooks Thomson No. 340

Michael W. Brown Thomson No. 340

THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF Harry M. Buchman, Jr. Joseph H. Brown No. 751
PENNSYLVANIA, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS Gregory A. Burek St. Alban No. 529
Augustine N. DiBernardo Equity No. 591

. Shawn P. D’Ignazio George Bartram-Paul Sand No. 298

To the Members of the Grand Lodge: Ronald C. Gilg Joseph H. Brown No. 751
Marc A. Hicks Equity No. 591
Richard L. Hicks Cassia-Mt. Horeb No. 273
Paul G. Hurd Chester No. 236
Jason M. Leck Newtown No. 427
Daniel P. McGinty Concordia No. 67
Eric C. McHugh Concordia No. 67
Arthur J. Olsen Thomson No. 340
David T.S. Olsen Thomson No. 340
David M. Pokrajqc Equity No. 591
Clarence F. Redman Richmond No. 230
Daniel Rivers Athelstan No. 482
Brian E. Skoff Fritz No. 308
Brynell J. Wallace-Rogers St. John’s No. 115
William R. Whartenby, Jr. Joseph H. Brown No. 751
Eric J. Zaremski Thomson No. 340

b L o

You are hereby requested to attend the December Quarterly
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania to be held at
10:00 o’clock, A.M. on Wednesday, December 7,2011 at the Masonic
Temple, One North Broad Street, Philadelphia PA.

You are also hereby requested to attend the Annual Grand Open
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania at the Hershey
Lodge and Convention Center, 325 University Avenue, Hershey, PA
on Tuesday, December 27, 2011, at 10:00 o’clock, A.M. at which the
Grand Lodge Officers will be installed.

By Order of the R.W. Grand Master.

Mark A. Haines
R.W. Grand Secretary

In Memoriam
“Farewell My Brother,
THE GRAND HOLY ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER you have gone to meet your God.”
OF PENNSYLVANIA

The December Communication of the Grand Chapter will be held in Garrett J. Linvill

Renaissance Hall, Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street, Meritorious Service Award Recipient
Philadelphia, PA on Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 10:00 A.M. Spring Class 1973 P

Received the MSA in 1989




Another Grand and Masterful job by our

Recommenders!
The following Brethren are the recommenders to the members of the
2011 Fall Class. Thank you Brethren for your efforts.

FIRST LINE
Six Petitions
Jeffrey P. Lees, 32°

SECOND LINE
Three Petitions
Andrew J. Becker, 32°
Robert M. Mills, 32°
Three Petitions IlI.. Steven A. Morrison, 33°
I11.. John H. Platt, Jr., 33°
Two Petitions
Two Petitions Gerald W. Story, 32°
Frederick H. Straub, III, 32°
One Petition
Stephen F. Clinton, 32°
Robert J. Crotts, 32°
Ryan M. Huber, 32°
Lees S. Lavinson, 32°
Joseph M. Marcille, 32°
I1l.. Daniel P. Martin, 33°
David F. Mowrey, 32°
Ill.. John H. Platt, Jr., 33°
Steven I. Rashkow, 32°
Earl A. Ries, Jr., 32°
Kenneth I. Rose, 32°
William L. Young, Jr., 32°

One Petition

Il.. Leonard R. Bezar, 33°
Joseph A. Fletcher, Jr., 32°
Alan L. Flinn, 32°

Vincent J. Ionata, 32°
Odis R. King, 32°

Barry N. Lavinson, 32°, MSA
Nikola Lonchar, 32°

Frank J. Melfi, III, 32°
Steven 1. Rashkow, 32°
Daniel R. Scheetz, 32°
Oscar Stevenson, 11, 32°

Abbott Scottish Rite Scholarships

Now is the time to apply for the Abbott Scottish Rite Scholarship. This
general scholarship is available to the children and grandchildren of
Scottish Rite Masons of the Valleys of the Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction and the young men and women of
our Masonic youth groups, DeMolay, Job’s
2 Daughters and Rainbow. Graduates of the

Children’s Dyslexia Centers are also eligible.
Individual scholarships are limited to funds
available from donations to the annual Blue

Envelope Appeal.

Applications must be obtained by writing to the Scottish Rite Office,
Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107-
2520, and returned on or before Friday, March 16, 2012 in order to
be eligible for submission.

1ll.- John K. Young, 33° Fund

Named for the Right Worshipful Past Grand Master,

Active Emeritus and Member of the Valley of

Philadelphia, this educational grant is available to

the financially deserving children and grandchildren

of members of the Valley of Philadelphia, who are

entered into an acceptable law school of a college or university in the
United States. Students may apply for this grant each year.

Applications for the grant may be obtained by writing to the Scottish
Rit e Office. There is no deadline to apply.

In Memoriam
“Farewell my Brother,
you have gone to meet your God.”

H. Bartram Cornog, Jr.
Fall Class 1952

Robert A. Nagel
Affiliated 1974

William H. Cowper
Spring Class 1981

Oliver M. Winter, Sr.
Fall Class 1983

“Then they are glad because they be quiet; so He

bringeth them unto their desired haven.”
Psalms 107:30

Thank You!

Again this year, we asked you to consider making a donation to the
Endowment Fund of the Children’s Dyslexia Center of Philadelphia
when paying your dues.

The following Brethren are thanked for their contributions to this
worthy charitable effort. This is the complete list as of press time. The
list will be updated in the next issue of The Double Eagle.

James F. Atkinson, 32°
Donald L. Baker, 32°, MSA
Richard L. Bower, 32°

I11. Raymond G. Brown, 33°
Carl J. Dunlap, 32°

E. Ross Forman, 32°

William A. Klosz, 32°
Victor Mojecki, 32°
Steven M. Rumbold, 32°
Michael F. Ryan, 32°
Thomas H. Wible, 32°
Joseph J. Widecan, 32°

www.philascottishrite.org
http://philascottishrite.blogspot.com/




Sights, Scenes and Smiles From the November 4" Special Rendezvous

The R.W. Grand Master presents Ill.. Carl D.
Homan, 33° with a plaque recognizing his
many years of service to the Valley.

: T
Bro. Paul J. Mandelaro, 32° proudly
wearing his new MSA cap and jewel

The Grand aster presents Ill.- Leonard R.
Bezar with his 33° jewel.

Ill.. Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, Right Worshipful

Grand Master and Ill.. Jeffrey W. Coy, 33° Right
“Brotherly Love” with Ill. G. Kent Hackney, Worshipful Grand Treasurer.
33-.

1ll.. Daniel J. Hinds, 33° sharing some




Sights, Scenes and Smiles

Welcome
Children's Dystexid
(enter

Our Commander-in-Chief, Ill.- Raymond G.
Brown, 33°

" i

Bro. Mike Feldsher, 32° with ou
Mrs. Kathleen Carlsen

Children’s Dyslexia Center Fund Raising
at Barnes and Noble

' £
- 13 / : \ s
Illustrious Bros. George W. Metz and Winton
E. Hewitt, 33°

LG
Wekome
Children’s Dyslexia
5 lenter
2 4

Past Commander-in-Chief, George Metz with
our current Commander-in-Chief, Ray Brown.

Bookfairs
Welcome
Childrens Dyslesia
Center

Illustrious Bro. George again, with Bro. Mike
Feldsher and Mrs. Kathleen Carslen.




The Valley of Philadelphia is proud and honored to name our 2012
Spring Class in memory of our Illustrious Brother,

1ll.- Armando M. Duran, 33°
Past Thrice Potent Master, 2007-08
Philadelphia Lodge of Perfection
Senior Warden, 2010-11
Kilwinning Chapter of Rose Croix

Gone too soon, but never forgotten
“Virtus junxit mors non separabit”
“Whom virtue unites, death cannot separate”




Valley of Philadelphia
2012 Annual Officers Training Conference

Saturday, April 14, 2012
Tacony Masonic Temple
4400 Magee Avenue, Northeast Philadelphia

All Elected and Appointed Officers who will serve the Valley
during the 2012-13 Scottish Rite year are expected to attend.
Valley Committee members should plan to attend. Any Valley
Member who is interested in getting more active and involved
are encouraged and welcome to attend.

The doors open and a Continental Breakfast will served at
7:30 A.M. The Conference begins at 8:30 A.M. Lunch will be
served at noon. The dress code is business casual (golf shirts,
slacks, no jeans or sneakers). Socks are encouraged!

Please use the coupon below to register your attendance.
o<

I1l. Bro. Morrison: Please register me for the Valley Officers
Training Conference on Saturday, April 14, 2012 at the
Tacony Masonic Temple.

__ T'am a current Valley Officer or Committee Member
___Tam not currently an Officer or Committee Member, but,

I am interested in becoming an Officer or serving on a
Committee or working in a Degree Cast.

NAME

TELEPHONE

Complete and mail promptly to:

Scottish Rite Office
Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520

“ . .and hast promised that where two or

three are gathered together in Thy Name,
Thou will be in the midst of them.”

Kilwinning Chapter of Rose Croix, 18°
Welcomes all Valley members and their families to
attend the,

Annual Memorial Service
Sunday, April 29, 2012, 3:00 P.M.
at Gloria Dei (Old Swede’s Church)
Columbus Blvd & Christian Street
Philadelphia, PA

This ecumenical Service is held in memory of our Valley
Brethren lost during the past year. The Reverend and Ill..
William D. Hartman, 33° will deliver the sermon.

A complimentary dinner will follow the Service, but your
must have a prior reservation. Your cooperation is expected
and appreciated. RSVP to the Scottish Rite Office by
Wednesday, April 25, 2012.

o<

Ill. Bro. Morrison: Please reserve ___ dinners for me and my
guest(s) for the Valley’s Annual Memorial Service on Sunday,
April 29, 2012 at Gloria Dei Church.

NAME

TELPHONE

Complete and mail promptly to:

Scottish Rite Office
Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520
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ALLEGIANCE

The Bodies of the Scottish Rite sitting in the Valley of
Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, acknowledge and
yield allegiance to the Supreme Council, Thirty-third
Degree, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United
States of America, whose Grand East is in Lexington,
Massachusetts and whose Officers include:

ILL.. JOHN WM. MCNAUGHTON, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

ILL.. RUSSELL W. BAKER, 33°
Deputy for Pennsylvania

The Double Eagle
Valley of Philadelphia, A.A.S.R.

Editor Ill.. Steven A. Morrison, 33°
Contributing Editor lll.. John H. Platt, Jr., 33°

Unless otherwise stated, the Double Eagle will be published 7
times per year-monthly from March through May and from
September through December and a Summer issue. Articles
to be included in the Double Eagle, are always welcome, and
should be typed or written legibly, signed and dated by the
author with proper credits, if applicable, and sent to the
following address no later than the first day of the month
preceding the month of publication.

Scottish Rite Bodies Tel. 215-563-1814
One North Broad Street Toll Free: 866-834-3432
Philadelphia, PA Fax: 215-564-3100
19107-2520 phila.aasr@juno.com
www.philascottishrite.org
http://philascottishrite.blogspot.com/




